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The National Anthem of India is entitled ‘Jana Gana Mana’. The song was originally composed
in Bengali by India’s first Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore on December 11, 1911. The
parent song, ‘Bharoto Bhagyo Bidhata’ is a Brahmo hymn which has five verses and only the
first verse has been adopted as National Anthem. If put forwards succinctly, the National
Anthem conveys the spirit of pluralism or in more popular term the concept of ‘Unity in Diversity’,

which lies at the core of India’s cultural heritage.

History of Indian National Anthem

The song ‘Bharat Bhagya Bidhata’ was first sung on the Day 2 of the annual session of the
Indian National Congress in Calcutta on December 27, 1911. Song was performed by Sarala
Devi Chowdhurani, Tagore’s niece, along with a group of school students, in front of prominent
Congress Members like Bishan Narayan Dhar, Indian National Congress President and Ambika

Charan Majumdar.

In 1912, the song was published under the title Bharat Bidhata in the Tatwabodhini Patrika,

which was the official publication of the Brahmo Samaj and of which Tagore was the Editor.

Outside of Calcutta, the song was first sung by the bard himself at a session in Besant
Theosophical College in Madanapalle, Andhra Pradesh on February 28, 1919. The song



enthralled the college authorities and they adopted the English version of the song as their

prayer song which is sung till today.

On the occasion of India attaining freedom, the Indian Constituent Assembly assembled for the
first time as a sovereign body on August 14, 1947, midnight and the session closed with a

unanimous performance of Jana Gana Mana.

The members of the Indian Delegation to the General Assembly of the United Nations held at
New York in 1947 gave a recording of Jana Gana Mana as the country’s national anthem. The
song was played by the house orchestra in front of a gathering consisting of representatives

from all over the world.

Jana Gana Mana was officially proclaimed as India’s National Anthem by the Constituent

Assembly of India on January 24, 1950.

Code of conduct

The National Anthem of India is played or sung on various
occasions. Instructions have been issued from time to time
about the correct versions of the Anthem, the occasions on
which these are to be played or sung, and about the need for
paying respect to the anthem by observance of proper
decorum on such occasions. The substance of these
instructions has been embodied in the information sheet
issued by the government of India for general information
and guidance. The approximate duration of the Full Version
of National Anthem of India is 52 seconds and 20 seconds for
shorter version.
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